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                        Alexa R Zendejas

Alexa is a model student that is always concerned about 

doing what is right, even if the right thing is not the popular 

thing to do. Alexa is a great example of a student who works 

hard and has a genuine love of learning.

 -Ms. Travitz 2nd Grade

                                                                                        

                                                      Nolan Peasah

Nolan is extremely kind to the people around him. He is 

respectful and caring. Nolan says "good morning" when he 

walks into our classroom every morning, without fail. He is a 

great listener and nods to make it known that he's paying 

attention. Nolan is a great citizen—always helping others. 

Nolan is just an all around great student, amazing little 

human, and I am so happy that he is a part of our classroom 

family.  -Ms. Henry 2nd Grade

                                             Kyree Rooks

Kyree is a leader in my class. I can always count on him to 

make the right choices, to help his friends, and to problem 

solve. He is responsible, respectful, and has a strong work 

ethic. He was also the class Spelling Bee winner!

-Mrs.Reuter_Kindergarten

                       Delaney Chung          

She consistently tries her hardest in her school work 

and displays kindness and respect towards her 

classmates and teachers. She comes to school every 

day with a positive attitude and is always ready to 

learn! -Ms. Yun 1st Grade

                                Cristofer B Galicia

He has come into the new year with such a positive 

attitude. He comes to school excited to learn every 

day! He has shown so much improvement in his 

leadership skills this year!  -Ms. Kopesky 2nd Grade

                                   Harmonie Waller

Harmonie has been a very hard worker for the last 3 

years. She has even made the All County Choir!

-Mr. Martin (Ms. Dudley 5th Grade)
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Chinese New Year 2023 
(Year of the Rabbit)

2023 is the year of the Water 
Rabbit starting from January 22, 
2023, and ending on February 9, 
2024. Did you know that the 
Rabbit was actually a zodiac 
sign? The sign of the Rabbit is a 
symbol of longevity (long life), 
Peace and Prosperity 
(successful) in Chinese culture. 
If you are born in 1986, 1999, 
2011, or 2023, you are a Rabbit! 
The tradition is to give kids and 
elders red packets with money 
inside, say good words, wear a 
lucky color, and eat lucky food. 
2023 is predicted to be a year of 
Hope. I hope you take time to 
celebrate and enjoy this Chinese 
tradition!

-written by: Malania Mosley (5th 
Grade)
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1.
“Everybody can learn from everyone.” 

-R. Gresham

We had the opportunity to interview Dr. 
Reuben Gresham to learn more about him. 
Dr. Gresham is the Norcross Cluster 
Superintendent. “The Cluster Superintendents 
supervise all local school principals in 
implementing a performance culture and 
attaining desired results through the 
Results-Based Evaluation System (RBES), as 
well as maintaining safe and orderly 
day-to-day school operations.” -GCPS. So, 
this means he has to make sure ALL the kids 
in the Norcross cluster are safe and learning. 
With such an important job, we asked what 
inspired him to be in leadership. Servant 
leadership is what inspired him to become a 
leader and he feels this is his purpose in life. 
The people that inspired him were his mom 
who they call Momma Hurricane. Also, his 
Uncle Reuben who he is named after and 
Coach Bacon. They showed him what servant 
leadership is all about. He says he thanks 
them as much as he can because they 
changed his life. He feels we should always 
remind those we love how thankful we are of 
them. 
Dr. Gresham started teaching in 2003 after he 
left the military. He was in the Army. He taught 
at Sandalwood High School (home of the 
Mighty Saints) in Jacksonville, FL. Did you 
know Sandalwood is a type of wood and it 
smells really good? Dr. Gresham started out 
as an English teacher and coach. He coached 
football, basketball, and track.  He started 
leadership in 2005 in a Dean position which is 
kind of like a Principal. Dr. Gresham moved to 
Georgia and went back to the classroom but 
then in 2006 back into leadership.
We asked Dr. Gresham why he likes working 
with kids. He said he feels this is his purpose 
driven life and that this is what he is meant to 
do in life. Dr. Gresham said that someone had 
the calling to work with him. It was surprising 
to know that Dr. Gresham wasn’t easy to work 
with when he was young, but he is thankful to 
those who took the time with him. This is why 
he loves working with young people. 
His Kindergarten teacher was his favorite 
teacher. Her name was was Mrs. Newsome. 
Shout out to all the Kindergarten teachers!  
He said she was mean but the most loving 
person. She made her students want to learn.

                       1.
Stripling Elementary started a 
Kindness Squad this month. I think 
Kindness is about helping people. 
You can help someone get up if they 
fall. Or, if people are in the hospital, 
you can help them feel confident as 
they are getting better. You can also 
cheer people up if they lose 
something or someone they love. 
Defending people from bullies is 
always a good way to show kindness. 
So, there are lots of things you can 
do to be kind.
I interviewed some students and 
teachers to see what kindness means 
to them. Here is what they had to say.

“Being there for others and thinking 
about others.” -Chance (1st grade: 
Conway)

“Kindness means helping others and 
doing nice things.” -Mr. Krohn

“Being nice to someone even when 
they are not nice to you.” -Jediyan (4th 
grade: Bowman)

“Being nice to people and helping.” 
-Kensly (Kindergarten: Patterson)

“Kindness is making people smile.” 
-Ms. Frick

“Saying nice things to people when 
they are sad.” -Angelly (5th grade: 
Thomas)

What do you think YOU can do today 
and every day to show Kindness?
                                                                                     
-written by: James Hill (2nd Grade)

                              2.
Mrs. Newsome gave tough love and gave 
big bear hugs every morning.
Dr. Gresham said that he doesn’t want to 
do any other career. He wanted to be a 
teacher and a coach since he was in high 
school. Dr. Gresham had thought about 
being a lawyer and going to law school. He 
said he took the test, got accepted into two 
schools but decided not to go.
Fun Facts about Dr. Gresham:

● Favorite class taught: Junior 
Language Arts class in 
Jacksonville 2004 and Sophomore 
Language Arts class at North 
Gwinnett in 2005. He is still 
friends with some of those 
students and four of them are now 
working in GCPS.

● Favorite school trip: While at 
Sandalwood High School all the 
seniors in the state of Florida 
would go to Universal Studios. 
1000’s of seniors would be there. 
Most fun trip ever taken as a 
student and teacher. 

● Football team: Jacksonville 
Jaguars

● Has a 9 year old daughter named 
GG who is in third grade..  She 
has to help him know what the 
kids he works with like and don’t 
like. 

● Dr. Gresham’s Harry Potter 
Hogwarts House is Gryffindor. 
Do you know your Hogwarts 
House? If not, find out and share 
next time you see Dr. Gresham!

-written by: Matthew Lattimore and 
Maya Flores (5th Grade)

                          2.
Mrs. Rodriguez is in charge of the 
Kindness Squad. I got a chance to 
interview her to get her thoughts on 
being Kind. She thinks kindness is about 
people helping each other and making 
them happy. I asked her why she thinks 
people should be kind. She said 
kindness helps people to be better as a 
person and that makes the world a 
better place. Ms. Rodriguez shows 
kindness by doing things for people and 
having a positive attitude. She likes to 
do random kind  things throughout the 
day. I can say she was showing 
kindness today because she took the 
time to let me interview her! Who is the 
kindest person Mrs. Rodriguez knows? 
She says that she thinks everyone has 
the ability to be the kindest person and 
that we all have something good inside 
of us. We just have to remember to let it 
shine. And, you can share kindness by 
doing small things like smiling at 
someone or asking how their day is 
going. She says you can do bigger 
things like helping people by donating to 
charities. How will you let your kindness 
shine today?

-written by: Nevaeh Nelson-Gipson                
(3rd Grade)
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                        1.
Did you know the first Spelling Bee 
was in 1808 and the earliest 
known evidence of the actual 
phrase ‘Spelling Bee’ was used in 
1850. The first National Spelling 
Bee was held in Washington, DC 
on June 17, 1925 and was 
sponsored by the Louisville 
Courier-Journal. Scripps-Howard 
who is the sponsor now started in 
1941. 
The first competition had nine 
finalist (6 girls and 3 boys). They 
competed in Washington, D.C. 
where they met President Calvin 
Coolidge before the competition. 
The winner was Frank Neuhauser 
in 1925 who was 11 years old. 
Neuhauser defeated eight other 
finalists on stage which started 
out as approximately two million 
school children. The word he 
spelled correctly was gladiolus 
and he won $500. He had 
prepared for the spelling bee by 
copying the dictionary into a blank 
notebook. 
Leo Reyes (5th grade) is the 
Spelling winner for Stripling this 
year. This is was not his first 
Spelling Bee. He has been in a 
total of three Spelling Bees. I 
asked him what he likes about 
being in the Spelling Bee and he 
said competing with the other 
kids. His favorite word to spell is 
‘exciting’. So, I asked how he felt 
when he found out he won and he 
said he was happy. Advice he 
would give to kids that want to 

                         1.
The first science fair was held in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania May 
19-21, 1950. The purpose of a 
science fair is to encourage 
talented students to pursue a 
career in science and engineering. 
The father of the science fair is 
Galileo Galilei (1564-1642). He 
was an Italian astronomer, 
physicist and engineer.
Science fairs are important 
because they help develop various 
skills like critical thinking.
Stripling Elementary held its first 
ever science fair this month. First, 
Second and Third place winners 
were interviewed. 
Annisa Rodriguez is the 1st 
place winner. She enjoys being 
around friends and learning new 
things. Her favorite subject is Math 
and she feels multiplication makes 
division easier. She wanted to be 
in the Science Fair because she 
thought her idea could help 
people. The title of her project was 
called The Easy Breezy Car 
Cleanup. Her favorite part of doing 
her experiment was when she 
realized it worked. Anissa wants to 
be a triple threat when she grows 
up. That means she can act, sing 
and dance. Advice she gives to 
others is to try your best and don’t 
give up.   
Kenyon Moses won 2nd place. 
His favorite thing about school is  
going out to recess and eating 
lunch. His favorite subject in 
school is Reading. The title of 
Kenyon’s science project was Get 
Air. His favorite part of doing his 

                    2.
be in the Spelling Bee: 
“Practice at least 30 minutes a 
day.”. 
Because he is a good 
speller I asked him what he 
likes about school. He likes 
Science and wants to be an 
astronaut when he grows up. 
He is Ready to Rocket!

-written by: Lariah Harris

                           2.
experiment was making the 
airplanes. Kenyon wants to be an 
astronaut when he grows up. 
Advice he gives to others is to 
think hard about what you are 
doing.  
Emeri Robinson won 3rd place. 
She likes school because the 
students and teachers are nice. 
Her favorite subject at school is 
Writing because she loves to write 
and wants to be a writer one day. 
Emeri wanted to be in the Science 
Fair because she had never been 
in a competition before and she 
wanted to see what it was all 
about. The title of her project was 
The Little Spiders Save the Day 
and to show how spider silk helps 
people. Her favorite part of the 
experiment was making a spider 
and painting it. Emeri felt happy 
and proud when she found out she 
won 3rd place. She would like to 
be a hairstylist when she grows 
up. Advice she gives to other kids 
is to try your best.
-written by: Phoebe Yen


